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these form of course a large proportion of those present on
such occasions, look down on the ground, or fix their eyes on
the reader and his volume. Others, of a less serious turn of
mind, and the younger auditors, put themselves at their ease;
and others, again, whisper sceptical criticism to their neigh-
bours, or interchange glances of sarcasm at the recital of some
portentous exploit, or totally incredible vision. I regret to say
that Telal himself, when he honoured these meetings with his
presence, set invariably a very bad example of attention, giving
the time to studying the faces of the congregation, and showing
by the expression of his quick-glancing eye, that his thoughts
were much more occupied by questions of actual life and
politics, than by the wise sayings of the Prophet, or the glorious
achievements of his companions.

If the prince were in the mosque his custom was after about
ten minutes' patience to give the reader a sign that he had had
enough of it, on which the latter would close his book, and the
assembly break up without further ceremony. But if the prince
were absent, the reader's place would be taken by one of the
elder and more respectable individuals belonging to the semi-
literary semi-religious class, or by the Imam or the Khateeb
himself, who would then give a short verbal explanation of the
chapter just read, or at times an extemporary sermon, but
sitting, and in a familiar way. I have often heard much good
sense and practical morality enounced on these occasions both
here and in ICaseem.

When the reading, or the reading and sermon together, are
concluded, every one would remain seated in silence for a
minute or so, partly as though to reflect on what they had
heard, and partly to give the more important personages pre-
sent free time to retire before the press of the throng. Telal
would naturally be the first to rise and leave the building,
accompanied by Zamil and his brothers or 'Abd-el-Mahsin, and
take his *place on a stone bench in the courtyard without, there
to hold a short afternoon audience. On this occasion minor
causes, and whatever had not been deemed of sufficient import-
ance to occupy the morning hours, would often be discussed;
and Telal himself would occasionally relax into a condescending
smile when some Bedouin presented his uncouth complaint, or
two townsmen, guilty of .having called each other hard names.